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revision a certain amount of classification of different soils was carried out, and a more minute subdivision in the more recent revision. Bates were raised to what was considered a proper standard, except in some cases where the cultivators were in a state of great poverty, Some of the ujli paraj were found to be assessed at Mli paraj rates, and their assessments were revised accordingly. It was proposed, with regard to the former class, to fix rates to be generally levied on dry-crop lands in place of rates varying with the crop, with a view to make the revenue less fluctuating, to give the ryots more independence in the disposal of their lands, and to simplify the village accounts. A general re-measurement of land by native measurers (wioonsiffs) was advocated with a view to vddd (pasturage and grass) lands being fairly distributed, and to bring to account the various changes that had taken place since 1825-26, the date of the last measurement. For this purpose all holdings had been renewed for one year only. These proposals met with the approval of Government.
From these details it is clear that a glimmering of light had begun to dawn upon the minds of the authorities in Bombay that the state of revenue matters in Gujarat was unsatisfactory. It will be seen hereafter that in the Deccan and those parts nearer the head-quarters of Grovernment a rather earlier awakening had taken place, but even there the steps taken towards reform were for some time like those of men groping their way in the dark. It seems strange that it should not have been sooner perceived that nothing could be more calculated to retard the progress of the country than uncertainty of tenure of land, uncertainty - of assessment owing to absence of information as to area of fields and quality of soil, and discouragement to the investment of capital and labour in improvements by the levy of heavier crop-rates on superior than on ordinary produce. But that at the bottom there was a real desire not to oppress the people is shown by the fact just recorded that at the revision of assessment poor tenants were let off more cheaply than rich, although this was at the expense of the principle that the area and natural qualities of soil alone can be the basis of equitable assessment. One cause at about this period probably led specially more than others towards the introduction of salutary reforms of different kinds : this was